
Review Checklist: Establishing Classroom Identity Safety

1. Do your practices include all of the key ingredients? Yes No

Policies to promote classroom identity safety that are missing or more one of the key ingredients are likely to be

ineffective, and could backfire. Review the key ingredients below to ensure that your policies check all the boxes for

success.

a. Acknowledge complexities of people's lives and diversity of identities and

experiences

b. Demonstrate in speech and action that diversity is valued and respected

c. Model and encourage open communication and a willingness to actively listen

d. Reflect on dominant assumptions and narratives, and recognize when the

experiences or contributions of people from particular groups have been omitted,

overlooked, or undervalued

2. Do you have a clear plan for carrying out strategies to promote identity safety in your

classroom?

Yes No

Remember that everyone is at a different stage with regard to their level of experience and comfort employing teaching

practices that promote identity safety. Choose practices that you feel well equipped and prepared to use in your

courses, and make a clear plan for how you will enact them. It’s OK if you do not feel fully comfortable using these

practices at first. That is normal. As you gain familiarity with practices they should get more comfortable, and you can

adjust practices or integrate additional practices over time.

a. I know which strategies I will try in class.

b. I have a plan for how and when I will use this strategy in my course.

c. I have a plan to check-in with myself, reflect, and adjust my approach based on my

experiences with these practices throughout the term.

d. Are there campus resources available that I can refer to if students need support

around identity safety that surpass what I can provide, or am comfortable providing?

3. Do practices avoid common pitfalls of strategies for creating identity safety? Yes No

a. Practice promotes identity safety for all students.

b. Approach is not an over-correction that reverses or exacerbates an original issue.

c. Practice focuses on students as individuals, rather than as members of an identity

group.
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