
Review Checklist: Addressing an Identity Threatening Incident

1. Do your practices include all of the key ingredients? Yes No

If actions to address an identity threatening incident are missing one or more one of the key ingredients, they may be

ineffective, or could backfire. Review the key ingredients below to ensure that your approach ticks all the boxes for

success.

a. Do not make it over complicated - remember, it’s OK that you are not an expert in

this!

b. Acknowledge the incident.

c. Say explicitly that it was harmful and hurtful, and affirm that it is normal for such

an incident to negatively impact students (i.e., concentration, sense of belonging,

feelings of safety, etc.)

d. Connect students with campus resources for support, or if you feel comfortable and

equipped to do so, offer yourself as a resource if students want to talk about it.

e. Reiterate your support for students as an ally and a partner in their academic

success, and, if applicable, communicate what you are doing to address the incident

further.

2. Do you have a clear plan for addressing an identity threatening incident in your course

if one should arise?

Yes No

Addressing identity threatening incidents can be challenging, and uncomfortable. Choose practices that you feel well

equipped and prepared to use in your courses, and make a clear plan for how you will enact them. And remember --

students don’t expect instructors to be experts on addressing these situations, but your acknowledgement of them can

make a big difference in students' feelings of safety and belonging.

a. I have reviewed my institution's policies regarding student conduct and freedom of

speech.

b. I know which strategies I will try in class if an identity threatening incident occurs.

c. I have a plan for how I will use these strategies in my course.

d. I have a plan to check-in with myself, reflect, and adjust my approach based on my

experiences with these strategies after I have tried them.

e. Are there campus resources available that I can refer to if students need support

around identity safety that surpass what I can provide, or am comfortable

providing?

Checklist source: SEP Practices Library

https://collegetransitioncollaborative.org/sep-practices-library

